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Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations used in this publication are 
taken from The New International Version.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 

1984, International Bible Society. 
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Using This Study Guide 
 
This study guide is intended to be used with the corresponding DVD sessions, 
featuring messages from Dr. Ed Stetzer.  Each session in the study guide will 
begin with an Overview section that will include Key Texts, Background Infor-
mation, and Main Teaching Points from the DVD messages. 
 
 
Each session is laid out using this format:  
 

LEADER PROMPTS 
These green, upper-case headings will sub-divide the different sections, indicat-
ing to the leader prompt for certain actions. 
 
 
Discussion questions� 

Questions intended to be shared with the group for open discussion are high-
lighted by this orange color. 
 
 
Key Points & Scripture References 

Key teaching points and Scripture references are bolded for easy identification.  
Groups are encouraged to read aloud appropriate Scripture references as ap-
propriate. 
 
 

Using The DVD Sessions 
 
1. Insert the DVD into computer or DVD player. 
2. DVD includes an intro screen and message.  Select “Main 

Menu” in bottom right hand corner. 
3. Select “Sermon Videos” from the main menu. 
4. Select appropriate title for each session as needed. 
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Introduction 

A Fresh Look at Biblical Stewardship 
 
 
What is Biblical Stewardship? 

When you hear the word stewardship, what comes to mind?  If you’re thinking 
of church, stewardship probably makes you think of money management, debt 
reduction or even an upcoming building campaign.  If you’re thinking of politics, 
business, asset management or real estate investments, stewardship probably 
calls to mind ideas like environmental protection, energy conservation, fiscal 
accountability, corporate social responsibility, shareholder responsibility, capital 
management, philanthropic responsibility or property upkeep.  Stewardship is 
also frequently mentioned in the arena of social transformation and the Chris-
tian’s responsibility toward those who are poor, abused, disabled, neglected, 
widowed or orphaned.  To be sure, stewardship is a term with a wide variety of 
meanings, but what is Biblical stewardship? 
While most, if not all, Christians incorporate the term stewardship into their 
discussions about Christian responsibility, the definitions and understandings 
vary greatly across denominational and theological traditions.  Some think tith-
ing is the essence of stewardship; others think embracing a lifestyle of simplici-
ty and frugality is the basic stance of a Biblical steward.  Some say that Biblical 
stewardship is synonymous with caring for the marginalized, with giving or with 
the spread of the gospel.  Each of these views are essential components of Bib-
lical stewardship, but each, on its own, falls shy of capturing the full, panoramic 
vision of the privilege and responsibility of stewardship illuminated in the Bible. 
So how does one become a good steward—an effective manager—of re-
sources?  The answer to this question requires us to understand the source of 
those resources and the significance of our role as stewards. 
 
 

Introduction |  A fresh Look at Biblical Stewardship   

Stewardship:  the conducting, supervising, or 
managing of something; especially : the care-
ful and responsible management of something 
entrusted to one's care. 
 
  —Merriam-Webster Dictionary ””””    

””””    
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The Source of Biblical Stewardship 

The first and most fundamental theme of Biblical stewardship is God’s owner-
ship of and dominion over all things seen and unseen.  This means that Biblical 
stewardship, at its core, is always about managing someone else’s stuff.  So, 
the core question is: For whom have we been appointed managers?  Scripture 
tells us that we are God’s managers.  We discover already in Genesis 1 that 
God is the sole founder and owner of the cosmic enterprise we call the uni-
verse.  And we have been commissioned as rulers to fulfill God’s purpose in 
creation and redemption (see Gen. 1:26).  This is a profound privilege and 
goes well beyond simply being a wise trustee of God’s money and property. 
At no time in Scripture do we ever read about God relinquishing his ownership 
of anything he created.  Psalm 24:102 reminds us: “The earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the 
seas and established it upon the waters.”  God’s sovereign right to his creation 
is further reinforced by Psalm 50:10-12: “For every animal of the forest is 
mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know every bird in the mountains, 
and the creatures of the field are mine.  If I were hungry I would not tell you, 
for the world is mine, and all that is in it.” 
God reminds us of his continued ownership over everything he has set in mo-
tion in at least four ways: 
 

• God spoke all things (seen and unseen) into existence 

• God maintains a position of authority over creation 

• God exercises discretionary control over creation 

• God commissions stewards to enact his will 

 
God is the Who of stewardship.  We are managing for the living God.  Other 
people or organizations may benefit along the way as we become effective 
stewards, but our primary responsibility is to the One who entrusted all things 
into our care. 
 
The Significance of Stewardship 

God’s Word is filled with examples of various kinds of stewards: effective and 
ineffective, faithful and unfaithful, wise and unwise.  It describes the rewards 
and consequences associated with the quality of their stewardship.  It conveys 
the mercy, grace and justice of God as he deals with his stewards.  It points us 
to both the privilege and responsibility of stewardship.  It details specific stew-
ardship expectations and outlines broad stewardship principles. 

A fresh Look at Biblical Stewardship  |  Introduction 
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Stewardship is a central theme throughout Scripture.  Like the fundamental 
Christian themes of creation, fall, redemption and consummation, the subject of 
stewardship is woven throughout Scripture.  God has called you to be his stew-
ard.  You have been commissioned as a manager in trust over God’s estate. 
In this study you will read about what God has entrusted to your care.  You will 
be encouraged to discover how God wants you to manage those resources.  
And you will be challenged to reflect on why God calls you to such a high posi-
tion. 
Consider this: Our all-knowing and all-powerful God is infinitely capable of man-
aging those things he created and set in motion.  Since he has the power to 
create anything, he most certainly has the ability to manage all that he has 
made.  God does not need people to manage his estate for him, but he ap-
pointed us as rulers with him!  And that means that God has already entrusted 
those resources to our management. 
Stewardship, in the end, is not just what we do; it is ultimately about who God 
is and who he desires us to become.  Effective, Biblical stewardship is not like a 
destination on a map, it is rather more like a journey.  During this lifetime jour-
ney, we invite you to explore God’s plans for you as his manager in trust. 
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All money is a matter of belief. 
 
 —Adam Smith, philosopher and economist ””””    

””””    

*Excerpts taken from NIV Stewardship Bible, Zondervan, 2009 
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A fresh Look at Biblical Stewardship  |  Introduction 

God has set eternity in the hearts of men. 
 
  —King Solomon, Ecclesiastes 3:11 ””””    

””””    

Notes: 
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Session One 

God’s Ownership 
 
OVERVIEW 
Key Text:  1 Chronicles 29:10-14 
David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise 
be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, LORD, is 
the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from 
you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to 
exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise 
your glorious name. “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be 
able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have 
given you only what comes from your hand.” 
 

Teaching Aim:  
Adults will understand that God owns everything and has a right to control how 
we live and utilize His resources. We only manage the resources He gives us.  
 

Background and Commentary: 

David wrote what amounts to a praise song to Almighty God in 1 Chronicles 
29, after an offering had been contributed for the building of the temple. David 
began construction of the temple; Solomon completed it. 
 
Verses 6-9 give an accounting of the offering.  That, however, is not our focus 
for today’s lesson. Our focus is on verses 10-14. David turned the attention of 
the people from the offering to the Giver, the Owner of Everything, Almighty 
God. While acknowledging the generosity of the people, David reminds them 
that they only gave what God had first given to them. What they gave to Him 
already belonged to Him. It is significant that he presents this truth in a finan-
cial context. 
 
There are three major points in this passage of Scripture: 
First, David established God’s unquestioned, unmatched ownership and au-
thority over all creation. He makes it clear that there is nothing that does not 
fall under His rightful ownership.  
Second, he makes the point that not only does God own everything; He is the 
source of everything. There is nothing that exists that does not come from Him. 
Third, we are privileged and are commanded to live our lives grateful and de-
pendent upon Him. 

Session 1  |  God’s Ownership   
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This lesson will explore how these three truths live out in our lives today.   
 
Preparation: 

In preparation for this lesson, think about times in your life when you acknowl-
edged God’s ownership of your possessions and His provision for you. Maybe it 
was at a time when you were young and attending school, or possibly when 
you were older and trusted Him for answers and direction with a financial or 
personal need.  
 
In contrast, think about a time when you viewed your life and possessions as 
belonging to you, not God. Think about feelings of entitlement and even arro-
gance you may have felt.  Think about the consequences you experienced with 
both scenarios.  
 
You may or may not choose to share something personal as you teach this les-
son.  If you have a brief story of trusting God in difficult times with your financ-
es, it would be effective. 
 
This lesson is divided into three sections: 
 

1.  Yielding to God’s Ownership. 
God owns everything. Yielding to His ownership is foundational to all aspects 
in life. The basis for His authority is two-fold: He created us, and He paid a 
price for us.  
 

Supportive Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 6:20; Psalm 24:1-2; Psalms 
50:10; Haggai 2:8; Job 41:11.  

  
2.  Acknowledging God as Our Source. 

Giving up our right of ownership and control and acknowledging God as our 
only source adjusts the focus from us to God.  Humility is the result. 
 

Supportive Scriptures: Deuteronomy 7:17; 8:17; Luke 14:33    
  
3.  Living with Gratitude and Dependence on God. 

 We will either depend on God, or, we will depend on ourselves. We will 
have a spirit of gratefulness, or, we will have a spirit of entitlement. When 
it’s “my” stuff, there is never enough.  When God owns “my” stuff, He is 
enough! 
 
Supportive Scripture: Colossians 3:17; Matthew 10:29-31 

 

God’s Ownership  |  Session 1 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

This session, God’s Ownership is the first in a series of four lessons on how 
we as believers relate to money. You may find it interesting that Jesus had 
more to say about money than any other subject He addressed during His 
earthly ministry. How we relate to God and how we relate to our possessions 
are inseparable. 
 
Introduce this lesson by discussing the background and context for the story 
that is told in 1 Chronicles 29:10-14.  
 
 

SHARE 
 
Watch DVD Sermon Message 1—God’s Ownership (approx. 37 min.) 
 
 

DISCUSS 
 
What is the tone of David’s words (in 1 Chron. 29)? What is he trying to say to 
the people? What is he trying to say to God? 

David was teaching and leading the people to understand God owns everything. 
He was using the offering as an opportunity to teach this fundamental truth.  
 
David was also affirming to God that he not only understood everything belongs 
to Him, but he is willing to demonstrate his understanding and trust in God by 
giving sacrificial and extravagantly to the Kingdom. 
 
“God owns everything.”  Does He?  Does He really own everything? Is there 
anything God does not own?  What do you think? What about the things we 
hold onto, refusing to give to God. Does He own those things too? Why does 
God own everything?  

 
Read the story in Luke 12 about the Rich Fool. 
 
If God owns everything, what is our role? 

We are His managers, His stewards.  We manage God’s stuff and do what He 
tells us to do. 
 
Where does all the stuff we accumulate come from? 

God. He is the source of everything we have.   
 

Session 1  |  God’s Ownership   
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What are some common issues that make it difficult for some individuals to 
acknowledge and yield to God’s ownership and control. 

Money. Lifestyle. Values. Sin. Unwillingness to let go. Greed. 
 
What are some of the ways we can demonstrate that we have yielded to His 
ownership and have acknowledged Him as the source of what we have? 

We can be grateful for what He has given us and depend upon Him to supply 
our needs. We can bring our lifestyle in line with our values and goals. We can 
become purposeful in our spending. We can begin today to be obedient with 
God’s tithe through the ministry of the local church. This is a starting place for 
believers. 
 

Choose a few of these passages and have someone read them aloud.   
 
Matthew 10:29-31; Hebrews 13:5-6; Philippians 4:11-13 

 
Ask your group members to answer these three questions of each passage: 
 
What does this teach us about God? 
What does this teach us about ourselves? (mankind, human nature, etc.)  
What does this teach us about stuff? (money, wealth, possessions, etc.) 

 
 

CLOSE 
 
Challenge your group to take an honest look at what their lives and spending 
habits reveal about their attitude toward money and possession.  Does it reflect 
a belief in God’s ownership or our own?   
 
Close in prayer, asking God to teach us how to see God as Owner of 
all.  

God’s Ownership  |  Session 1 
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Session Two 

Debt’s Dangers 
 

OVERVIEW 
Key Text: 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (HCSB) 
“But Godliness with contentment is a great gain. For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out. But if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a 
trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving 
it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pains.” 
 
Teaching Aim:  

Adults will understand that you can’t love God and the world at the same time. 
Money is a competitor to your heart’s desire to love God, and debt is a form of 
idolatry that robs us of contentment. 
   

This lesson is divided into three sections: 

 
1. Contentment  

We are called to be content with the provisions we have been given, ac-
knowledging that God is the most important priority, and that money and 
possessions do not lead to genuine fulfillment.  
 

Supportive Scripture: Proverbs 15:16; Matthew 16:24 
 
2. Caution 

We must exercise caution in how we use our resources. The love of money 
and poor stewardship carry consequences with them.  
 
Supportive Scripture: Proverbs 27:1; Proverbs 21:17; Proverbs 21:5; 
Ecclesiastes 5:11; Proverbs 11:28 

 
3. Cravings 

We are to be mindful of our cravings and ensure that our cravings align 
themselves with what Scripture teaches is fiscally righteous.  
 
Supportive Scripture: Ecclesiastes 5:10; Proverbs 11:28; Proverbs 
27:33; Matthew 6:33; Psalm 37:21 

 

Session 2  |  Debt’s Dangers 
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Debt’s Dangers  |  Session 2 

Practical Steps to Actually Getting Out of and Overcoming Debt: 

 
A.  PUT GOD FIRST: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33  
 

B.  BE HONEST ABOUT WHERE YOU ARE: “Be sure you know the condition 
of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds. ” Proverbs 27:23 

 

C. STOP BORROWING MONEY YOU DON’T HAVE TO BUY THINGS YOU 
DON’T NEED: Cut up your credit cards if that is the only way you can stop 
spending and borrowing. Decide, if I can’t pay for it yet, I can’t afford it 
yet.  

 

D.  MAKE A PAYBACK PLAN: “The wicked borrows and does not repay, but 
the righteous is gracious and giving.” Psalm 37:21 (HCSB) 
 

 How do we repay? 
 

1. Be consistent and don’t stop until you are out of debt. 
2. Use the debt snowball. Pay as many dollars as possible to lowest balances 
while paying only minimum on all other credit accounts. When the first 
account is paid in full, then add those dollars to repayment of next small-
est credit account. You always pay the same dollars, and more when pos-
sible. Soon you are putting many dollars each month toward the remain-
ing accounts. 

3. Sell items you do not need.  (Craigslist, yard sale, church classifieds) 
4. Stop borrowing money! 

 

E. SETTLE THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST OVER EVERYTHING IN YOUR 
LIFE, INCLUDING MONEY! 

 
 
 

 

Most experts agree that buying a house with a mortgage you 
can afford is usually a good investment.  A reliable rule of 
thumb is that your monthly rent/mortgage (including taxes 
and insurance) should be no more than 25% of your monthly 
household take-home income. 

NOTE 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Begin the group time by highlighting some recent statistics on Americans and 
their spending habits. 
 

Stats: 
 On average, today's consumer has a total of 13 credit obligations on record at 
a credit bureau. These include credit cards (such as department store charge 
cards, gas cards, or bank cards) and installment loans (auto loans, mortgage 
loans, student loans, etc.). Not included are savings and checking accounts 
(typically not reported to a credit bureau).  Of these 13 credit obligations, 
nine are likely to be credit cards, and four are likely to be installment 
loans.  (source: myfico.com)   
 The median U.S. household income is currently $43,200, and the typical fami-
ly's credit card balance is now almost 5 percent of their annual in-
come.  (Federal Reserve) 
 Of the households that do owe money on credit cards, the median balance 
was $2,200 - meaning half owe more, half less. (MSN Money) 
 8.3 percent of US households owe $9,000 or more on their cards.   (MSN Mon-
ey) 
 “Even before starting school, the likelihood of having a television in their bed-
room is 25 percent, and their viewing time is just over two hours a day. Upon 
arrival at the schoolhouse steps, the typical first grader can evoke 200 
brands. And he or she has already accumulated an unprecedented number of 
possessions, beginning with an average of 70 new toys a year.” 
 Nearly 40% of financial planners who have worked with divorcing couples say 
it's frequently a "key factor" in couples' decisions to split up, according to the 
FPA's survey.  "(Divorcing) couples can't agree on spending styles, earning 
capacities and what to spend money on," says Susan Pease Gadoua, a divorce 
therapist in San Rafael, California. 

 
Here is a simple test to see if you might be in bondage to debt.  Do any of these 
situations sound familiar? 

1. You are living month to month. 
2. You are paying the minimum payments. 
3. You are moving balances instead of repaying balances. 
 

 

SHARE  
 
Watch DVD Sermon Message 2—Debt’s Dangers (approx. 38 min.) 

Session 2  |  Debt’s Dangers 
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DISCUSS 
 
How would you define contentment?   

Together, arrive at a workable definition for contentment.  Example: “Being 
happy where you are.” 
 

Read Proverbs 15:16.   
Are you happy where you are today?  If not, why not? 
What drives so many in our world to constantly pursue bigger and better? 

 

The world around us screams at us to do more, get more and spend more. In 
fact, our economy depends upon each of us spending more than we should and 
more than we can afford.  Living simply is a great way to live.  
What are some ways we can live simply? 

 

Read 1 Timothy 6:9.  
 
What are some of the most common traps we all tend to fall prey to? 

Compile a list of answers.  Then, explore each one further looking at applicable 
Bible passage.  Possible answers might include: 
 

Read the following verses:  Ecclesiastes 5:10 ;  Proverbs 11:28 
Discussion these three questions for each passage: 
 
What does this teach us about God? 
What does this teach us about ourselves? (mankind, human nature, etc.)  
What does this teach us about stuff? (money, wealth, possessions, etc.) 

 

 

 

Debt’s Dangers  |  Session 2 

Money often costs too much. 
 
  —Ralph Waldo Emerson ””””    

””””    

Personal finance is 20% knowledge and 
80% behavior. 
 
  —Dave Ramsey, author, speaker, & radio host ””””    

””””    
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CLOSE 
 

Read Matthew 6:24-34. 
 
What is the connection between debt and realizing God’s plan sand purpose for 
our lives?  
 
What does it look like to be “a slave to money?”  What are some of the warning 
signs? 
 
How have you seen this lived out in your own experience?  Give specific exam-
ples. 
 
In what areas of your life do you sense you are not “seeking first the Kingdom of 
God”?  As a group, how can we encourage you in this area? 
 

Close in prayer. 

 

 

 

Session 2  |  Debt’s Dangers 

 
These Scripture truths and action points are a basic roadmap 
to living wisely and getting out of debt; however, knowing 
what to do is only a small part of the equation.  Having a 
supportive and encouraging group of trusted friends to act as 
cheerleaders and accountability partners in the process is ex-
tremely important.  If this session of the study resonates with 
the majority of your group members, consider proposing a 
more thorough group study that includes more practical 
helps, as a follow-up to this study.  Or, consider attending 
together the next offering of Financial Peace University.   In-
formation on both can be found in the Appendix at the end of 
this study.  

NOTE 
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Session Three 

Greed’s Antidote 
 

OVERVIEW 
Key Texts:  
1 Timothy 6:17-19: “Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life.” 
Luke 12:15 (HCSB): Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of posses-
sions.” 
 

Teaching Aim:  
Adults will understand that generosity is God’s answer to greed.  
 

This lesson is divided into four sections: 
 

1. Don’t place your trust in material possessions. 
Paul tells us not to place our trust in material possessions. Anything headed 
for the dump is not worth your trust. 
 
Supporting Scriptures: 1 Timothy 6:17; Matthew 6:19-20 
 
2. Make the decision to become a generous person.  

Jesus had more to say about money than any other topic. How we relate to 
money says a lot about how we relate to God. Where we put our money 
says a lot about what is really important to us. 
 
Supporting Scriptures: 1 Timothy 6:18; Luke 12:15 
 
3. Focus on eternal treasure. 

You will either put your hope in the stuff you accumulate, or you will put 
your hope in God. If you put your hope in your possessions, you are filled 
with greed, and the Bible calls you an idol worshiper. If you put your hope 
in God, you will have treasure in heaven.  
 
Supporting Scriptures: 1 Timothy 6:10; Matthew 19:21 

Session 3  |  Greed’s Antidote 
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Greed’s Antidote  |  Session 3 

 

4. Become an authentic person. 
Your possessions do not have the ability to adequately define who you are. 
How you relate to your possessions and money says a lot about how you 
define yourself. Make certain your finances adequately reflect your values, 
goals, and passions. Truly authentic individuals define themselves by their 
relationships and values and priorities. 
 
Supporting Scriptures: 1 Timothy 6:10b 

 
Background and Commentary: 
After issuing warnings about the dangers associated with greed, the love of 
money, and the determination to acquire it no matter the cost, Paul revealed 
the believer’s higher calling. Paul urged Christ’s disciples to “pursue righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness” (see 1 Timothy 6:11). 
By pursuing these things, the “man of God” honors Christ and His teachings 
above all things. Paul recognized that even believers would struggle with this 
command, so he challenged them to “fight the good fight for the faith” (see 1 
Timothy 6:12) and “to keep the commandment without spot or blame” (see 1 
Timothy 6:14). 
 
In this letter, the apostle Paul had several reasons for including these instruc-
tions for managing wealth. Since he had warned of the dangers of desiring and 
accumulating wealth, those within the church who were already wealthy might 
have felt condemned by Paul’s strong words.  For these wealthy persons, Paul 
offered these words of wisdom.  First, the wealthy “in the present age” should 
realize that it is possible to be wealthy in this world but become poor in the 
next. In contrast, the opposite is true; believers who are poor while on earth 
will become rich in eternity. By following these instructions for managing 
wealth, believers who are rich in this world have the potential to be rich in the 
eternal age as well. Second, the wealthy should not become arrogant. Those 
who become proud forget that God provided their blessings. They are also 
tempted to “lord it over” those who have little. Third, the rich should avoid 
temptation to “put their hope” or trust in “uncertain” wealth. The current eco-
nomic conditions affecting our country should provide a vivid example of how 
quickly a person’s wealth can be lost. Fourth, even the wealthy are commanded 
to “put their hope in God,” because He is the source of all blessings. They were 
allowed to enjoy the things that God had given them. But they also had the 
responsibility to share with others. 
 
Preparation:  

Read the background and commentary section before leading this session. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
When are you the most generous?  Why?   
 
Think of a time when you saw an opportunity to share with someone else by 
being generous, but you didn’t act on it.  What kept you from doing it?   

 

 

SHARE  
 
Watch DVD Sermon Message 3—Greed’s Antidote (approx. 38 min.) 

 
 

DISCUSS 
 

What does Paul say is God’s answer to greed?   Why? 
 

Read Matthew 19:21. 
 
How can we train ourselves to share the resources that God provides for us?  
 
What is a starting place?  
 
What else, besides money, can we share with others? 
 
In what ways are we tempted to allow our possessions to define who we are? 

Your possessions do not have the ability to adequately define who you are. 
How you relate to your possessions and money says a lot about how you define 
yourself. Make certain your finances adequately reflect your values, goals, and 
passions. Truly authentic individuals define themselves by their relationships, 
values and priorities. 
 
What does it mean to be rich?  
 
Would someone from the other side of the world consider you to be rich? 
 
Is being rich a destination, some place you are trying to get to? Is it a frame of 
mind?  
 
Can someone without a “beefed up” bottom line be a rich person? 
 
Larry Burkett says every family should ask the question, how much is enough? 
What do you think he meant by that statement? 

Session 3  |  Greed’s Antidote 
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If a person gets his attitude toward money 
straight, it will help straighten out almost 

every other area in his life.  
 
    —Billy Graham ””””    

””””    

 
What are some things we can do to become generous?  
 
Everyone needs to plan and save for the future, but is there a danger of 
“hoarding” money in the process?  
 

 
CLOSE 
 
In what area of your life do you sense you haven’t been authentic with regards 
to money? 
 
What are some ways together as a group we can take action together in living 
out the four points in this lesson? 
 
 

Close in prayer, asking God to teach us what it means to be a gener-

ous giver of resources.  

By clinging to what isn’t ours, we forego the 
opportunity to be granted ownership in heaven. 
But by generously distributing God’s property 
on earth, we will become property owners in 

heaven.  
 
   —Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle ””””    

””””    

Greed’s Antidote  |  Session 3 
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Session Four 

Proper Purpose for Work and Money 
 

OVERVIEW 
Key Text:  Luke 12:31–34 (HCSB): “But seek his kingdom, and these things 
will be given to you as well.  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the 
poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven 
that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

Teaching Aim: 
Adults will understand that the purpose of money and work is to give glory and 
honor to God by seeking His kingdom. The real question is not, “Will I give God 
all my possessions?”  He owns it all anyway.  The real question is, “Am I willing 
to do with His stuff what He tells me to do?” 
 
This lesson is divided up into four sections:  

 

1.  Perspective 
God is the first priority in all things, including our finances. The result is a 
change of perspective in how we view work and money and how we give.  
 

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 12:31; Colossians 3:23; I Corinthians 
10:31; Proverbs 3:9-10 

 
2.  Provision 
God does not promise to give us money. He promises to give us the king-
dom. He has a plan and purpose for our money and work. He promises to 
take care of us. 
  

 Supporting Scriptures: Luke 12:31; Philippians 4:10; Psalm 23:1 
 

3.  Possessions 
We are not financially free until we are willing to give it all away. We don’t 
see the proper purpose of money and work until we see it all as God’s. 
 
Supporting Scriptures: Luke 12:33; Proverbs 19:17; Luke 18:18-23; 
Luke 14:33 
 

4.  Passion 

Session 4  |  Money’s Purpose 
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Money’s Purpose  |  Session 4 

We are either focused on stuff, or we are focused on the Kingdom. We will 
pursue one or the other, but not both. 
 

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 12:34; Luke 16:13; Luke 16:10; Matthew 
13:44-46 

 
Background and Commentary: 
Our Key Text Scripture passage, Luke 12:31–34, comes after a beautifully 
scripted apologetic for the fact that God understands all of our needs, and His 
provision will be better than we could achieve without Him. Jesus sets forth the 
proposition that the whole world pursues things like food, clothing, shelter, 
safety, and security. He acknowledges these are legitimate needs all of us have 
in common.   
 
Jesus set forth two options for us: One, we can focus on our needs and pursue 
accumulating things that meet our needs; or Two, we can focus on His king-
dom, and He will supply all of our needs. It is a clear choice; we either pursue 
the gift or the giver of gifts. We either line up with everyone else in the world 
for a mad dash for the good life, riches and stuff, or we choose to be a no-
show and enter the Kingdom race. 
 
Against this backdrop, Jesus challenges us in Luke 12:31-34 to seek His king-
dom first and leave the riches and gifts to the giver of gifts.  In other words, 
purposefully choose to put your pursuit of the kingdom of God above every-
thing else and trust God to supply your needs.    
 
Preparation:  

Familiarize yourself with these terms and their definitions…. 
 
Perspective:  God is the first priority in all things, including our finances. The 
result is a change of perspective in how we view work and money and how we 
give.  
Provision: God does not promise to give us money. He promises to give us the 
kingdom. He has a plan and purpose for our money and work. He promises to 
take care of us. 
Possessions: We are not financially free until we are willing to give it all away. 
We don’t see the proper purpose of money and work until we see it all as 
God’s. 
Passion: We are either focused on stuff, or we are focused on the Kingdom.  
We will pursue one or the other, but not both. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Review the key points for the previous three weeks.   
What principle or truth have you found the most difficult to truly believe or live 
out in your daily life?  What has been the biggest contributing factor(s)? 

 

SHARE 
 
Watch DVD Sermon Message 4— Money’s Purpose (approx. 42 min.) 

 
 

 
 
DISCUSS 
 
Read Luke 12:31. 
Given the context of this passage, what does it tell us about our priorities? 

This verse comes right after a list of things people worry about: food, clothing, 
shelter, safety, security. God is to be our first priority in all things. 
 
Read Psalm 23. 
This familiar Psalm is more than just a comforting poem, it’s reflective of peace 
that comes only in trusting God in the context of an intimate relationship.   
Where do you need to trust God more like a Good Shepherd to provide? 

 
What can you have or invest in that will pass the test of time? 
  
What do I/we currently own that certainly will not pass the test of time? 

 
“Surrender” is a recurring theme in these passages.  Where are you finding it 
the most difficult to surrender your stuff and finances to God’s control? 
 
How have you seen debt/greed/money become an idol that enslaves?  

Session 4  |  Money’s Purpose 

 
God owns everything. He has already asked that we acknowledge 
His ownership of all possessions. The appropriate question for a 
follower of Jesus is, “What does God want me to do with all of His 
stuff?” 

NOTE 



 

26 

 
Review the four attitudes outlined in this lesson (see lesson introduction).   
Of these, where do you sense the most inner tension in your own life? 
 
Has there always been tension in that area, or is it only currently in this season? 
 
What  are the contributing factors you see? 
 
What would have to change in your life to remove this tension and allow you to 
experience the peace and freedom God desires for you? 
 
 

CLOSE  
 
Reflecting on the four sessions of this study, which was the most impactful?  
Why? 
 
What action steps are you going to take as a result of what we’re learned/
discussed in this study? 
 
What steps can we as a group take together to become better, more effective 
stewards of what God has entrusted us with? 

See appendix for suggested studies, tools, and resources designed for individual 
or group use. 
 

Close in prayer, thanking God for the incredible privilege and respon-
sibility it is to be his stewards, and asking him to continue to grow 

each of us in this area. 

Money’s Purpose  |  Session 4 
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Appendix 

Additional Resources  
 

This study is hopefully just the beginning of a life-long journey to better under-
standing and living out Biblical stewardship.  The following resources are sug-
gested follow-ups to this study, either for use as a group or individually. 
 

Spiritual Growth Studies 
 

Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University 
 
Financial Peace University is an important step to changing your financial 
future. It is your total money makeover program. It takes the knowledge 
from God and turns it into real action in our lives through a step-by-step 
process taught by bestselling author and financial counselor Dave Ramsey 
via video. FPU is a 13-week life-changing program that empowers and 
teaches you how to make the right money decisions to achieve your finan-
cial goals and God’s plan for your life. All material is biblically based.  For 
information, email fpu@pleasantvalley.org 
 

Online Tools & Resources 
These websites contain many useful articles, tips, calculators and other tools. 
 
Crown Financial Ministries  |  crown.org 

Crown Financial Ministries is a ministry dedicated to equipping people around 
the world to learn, apply, and teach biblical financial principles.  
 
Dave Ramsey  |  daveramsey.com 
Dave Ramsey is a personal money-management expert, an extremely popular 
national radio personality, the best-selling author of The Total Money Makeover, 
and creator of Financial Peace University.   
 
Kingdom Advisors  |  kingdomadvisors.org 
Kingdom Advisors is a community of Christian financial professionals integrating 
faith and practice for Kingdom impact.  
 
Generous Giving  |  generousgiving.org 
Transforming the hearts and minds of God's people for revolutionary generosity 
that changes our world.  

Appendix  |  Additional Resources   
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Fields of Gold 

 

Andy Stanley 

7 Sessions  |  BOOK 

Focus: Generous Living 

Available in The Source Bookstore  

As ���is�ans� �e �no� t�at �e s�o�ld �ive b�t �nde� t�e ��o�in� ��ess��es to 

�a�e ends �eet ea � �ont�� !ea� o"en stands in t�e �ay o! �ene�osity# And ��en 

�e let it� t�is !ea� �as t�e �oten�al to �ob �s o! an in��ate �ela�ons�i� �it� $od#  

Fields of Gold �ill  �an�e t�e �ay yo� t�in� abo�t �oney and �ivin�# W�en �e t��-

ly �nde�stand $od's �o�e� and ��esen e� �e  an't �el� b�t t��st Hi� to �eet o�� 

needs# Doesn't it �a�e sense to t��st t�e $od o! t�e �nive�se �it� yo�� finan es? 

,sn't it ��e to ��t aside t�e �o��y and sta�t livin� in  onfiden e?  A�t�o� Andy 

Stanley s�o�s �s t�at t�ose ��o so� �ene�o�sly  an ex�e t to �ea� �ene�o�sly and 

�e eive a bo�n�!�l �et��n. fields o! �old---in t�is li!e� as �ell as t�e li!e to  o�e# 

Additional Resources  |  Appendix 

Books 
(for individual use or as a group study) 

 

The Treasure Principle 

 

Randy Al o�n 

6 Sessions  |  BOOK 

Focus: Generous Living 

Available in The Source Bookstore  

Jes�s told a sto�y abo�t a �idden t�eas��e t�at� on e dis ove�ed� b�o���t li!e-

 �an�in� joy# ,n t�is s�o�t boo�� Randy Al o�n �nea�t�s a si��le yet ��o!o�nd ��in-

 i�le t�at �ill �adi ally  �an�e yo��  on e�t o! ste�a�ds�i�# S�o�t on ��ilt� Al o�n 

ill��inates t�e libe�a�n� joy o! �ivin� and its i��a t� not only !o� today b�t !o� 
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Managing Your Finances God’s Way 

 

��o�n Finan ial Minist�ies/P���ose D�iven 

7 Sessions  |  DVD & St�dy $�ide 

Focus: Prac�cal Financial Manage�en� 

 

 

One o�t o! eve�y six ve�ses in Ma9�e�� Ma��� and :��e is abo�t �ate�ial �osses-

sions� and nea�ly �al! o! Jes�s’ �a�ables a�e abo�t �ossessions# Managing Our Fi-

nances God’s Way is a st�dy t�at �ill ins�i�e yo�� �e�be�s to live debt-!�ee and 

�ana�e t�ei� finan es a  o�din� to Bibli al ��in i�les#  Develo�ed in �a�tne�s�i� 

�it� ��o�n Finan ial Minist�ies� t�is  o��lete  ���i �l�� in l�des  finan ial �o��-

s�eets !o� yo�� �e�sonal b�d�e�n� and �lannin�#   

Available !o�  �e �-o�t !�o� Ad�lt Minist�y 

Discovering God’s Way of Handling Money 

 

��o�n Finan ial Minist�ies  

8 Sessions  |  DVD & St�dy $�ide 

Focus: Prac�cal Financial Manage�en� 

 

 

T�e�e a�e �o�e t�an 2�350 ve�ses t�at add�ess eve�yt�in� yo� need to �no� abo�t 

�andlin� �oney# T�e Bible is� indeed� a bl�e��int !o� �ana�in� yo�� finan es# Not 

only is Dis ove�in� $od's Way o! Handlin� Money ��a � al� b�t in it yo� �ill lea�n 

t�e ��o!o�nd i��a t �ana�in� yo�� �oney �as on yo�� �ela�ons�i� �it� $od# 

� W�at does t�e Bible say abo�t bo��o�in� and lendin� �oney? 

� Ho� do yo� eval�ate finan ial  o�nsel !�o� ot�e�s? 

� ,s �onesty al�ays t�e best �oli y? 

� Ho�  an , �no� ��en to �ive to ot�e�s? 

� Ho� a�e �oney and bein� a �odly e��loyee �elated to ea � ot�e�? 

Available !o�  �e �-o�t !�o� Ad�lt Minist�y 

Appendix  |  Additional Resources   

Group Studies 
(available for checkout from Adult Ministries) 
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Additional Resources  |  Appendix 

Group Studies 

Balanced 

 

No�t��oint Reso�� es 

Focus:  Prac�cal "i#lical Finances 

See belo�* 
 

 

,n t�is st�dy� yo�’ll be  �allen�ed to exa�ine ��at yo� �eally believe abo�t fi-

nan es and !ait�. 

• W�at does t�e Bible say abo�t �oney? 

• W�at is yo�� ��i�a�y obje �ve ��en it  o�es to yo�� �e�sonal finan es? 

• �an yo� s��vive �it�o�t debt? 

• S�o�ld yo� s�end� save� o� �ive t�e “ext�a” �oney yo� �ave? 

• A�e yo�  ontent �it� ��at yo� �ave? 

• A�e yo� �ivin� $od yo�� le"ove�s? 

T�is st�dy is filled �it� insi��G�l �e�s�e �ves and ��a � al exe� ises to b�ild a 

bibli al !o�nda�on !o� j�st abo�t eve�y as�e t o! yo�� finan es# 

Ea � session in l�des a 15-�in�te video se��ent� tools !o� ��a � al a��li a-

�on� and a dis �ssion ��ide !o� ��o�� �se#  

* Available at  �9�.//sto�e#no�t��oint#o��/balan ed-1#�t�l  ($20 ea �) 

6 Sessions  |  DVD & St�dy $�ide 

Understanding Financial Stewardship 

 

��a�les Stanley (:i!e P�in i�les St�dy Se�ies) 

10 Sessions  |  St�dy $�ide 

Focus:  "i#lical Principles of S�ewardship 

 

 

D�# ��a�les F# Stanley exa�ines t�e bibli al ��in i�les o! ste�a�ds�i�� es�e ially 

t�ose �e�tainin� to yo�� finan ial �eso�� es# 10 lessons loo� at ��at t�e Bible 

says abo�t �ealt� and �ove�ty� t�e a M�isi�on o! �ealt�� t�e i��o�tan e o! 

�ivin�� t�e ne essity o! �e eivin�� and t�e �ay to t��e ��os�e�ity#  

Available in The Source Bookstore 
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Leader Notes  |  Appendix 

Notes: 
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